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Welcome the delegates and introduce yourself and the representative from the partner school (if attending).



Ask each of them to do the same saying who they are, what they do in the business and why they have volunteered for this programme.



Explain that volunteers will receive a comprehensive set of notes setting out everything you will be talking about today to help them in the programme.



Next slide is a summary of what we will cover in this session.�
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Outline of session

 How Reading Partners can make a difference
* What the school will do

* Types of book

e Helping strategies

e The launch event

e Meeting your new partner
* The first reading session

* Developing the partnership
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Talk through the bullets�
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Why does early reading matter?

» Strong reading skills are essential for learning
In all subjects

e Children who don’t read well by age 11 may
never catch up

* People with poor basic skills are 4x more likely
to be long term unemployed
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Obviously if you can’t read well, you will be held back in every subject because all learning depends to some extent on the written word.

Not only that, you will miss out on the whole world of imagination and knowledge that can be gained from books, newspapers, magazines and the internet.



Primary education is about building basic skills to a level at which a child can make the transition to more complex learning at a secondary school. If they arrive without adequate literacy skills they will be unable to cope with a more advanced curriculum and may never achieve their full potential.



The potential lifetime impact of leaving primary school with poor basic skills is huge in terms of both financial and personal wellbeing.

�


Why Reading Partners?

* There’s no substitute for practicing what you
are taught

 Many children need extra motivation to read on
their own

* Teachers have only limited time to hear every
child read on a one to one basis

e Parents can help but may sometimes have
other pressures
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Talk about the bullets



Initiate a discussion about why parents may not always spend as much time as they might reading with their child.



Stress that a Reading Partner isn’t a substitute for the role of teacher or parent.



You will be complementing both of them through your time, life experiences and objectivity�
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The role of a Reading Partner

e Listening

e Encouraging

* Helping

« Building confidence
e Raising self esteem

e Improving communication skills
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Listening is an important part of what you will do. Ask how you can show you are interested in what you are listening to?

E.g.. Expression, comments about the story as it unfolds, asking what the child thinks about what is happening



Ask what you can do to give encouragement.

E.g. Praise, reminding the child if you have already done something similar together



Ask what you think you should be helping the child to do.

E.g. To work out as much as they can by themselves - only give them a word if they can’t get it by themselves



Ask why it’s important for the child to feel confident with you.

E.g. So they aren’t afraid to make mistakes



Ask why a Reading Partner can raise a child’s self-esteem

E.g. Because an adult who isn’t family or teacher is interested in them



Ask how it will improve communication skills

E.g. Because they will be having real conversations with an adult



�


()

What the school will do

e Select children who will most benefit

* Glve guidance on each child’s reading
level

* Appoint a programme co-ordinator as your
main in-school contact

e Host a launch event

e Organise regular reviews
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You will not be asked to partner children who have significant special education needs – those who have learning difficulties or disabilities which require specialised support, behavioural problems or who lack basic understanding of the English language. 



You will have guidance on the kind of books which are appropriate for your partner child’s current level of reading ability – we’ll talk more about the type of books you may be reading.



A member of staff will be designated as programme co-ordinator to be responsible for the day to day running in the school, They will be the primary contact for you and your Business Programme Co-ordinator.



The school will organise a launch event where you’ll find out more about the school and your partners and we’ll talk about in more detail shortly.



The school will also organise regular reviews, ideally at the end of each term when everyone will have a chance to give and get feedback on progress and discuss any issues.�
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What your partner will read
* Picture books — limited text where the
pictures tell the story

* Reading Scheme books — graded to abllity
and designed for specific learning

 ‘Real books’ — purely for enjoyment or
Information
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Picture books are very useful as a non threatening staring point for shy or nervous children or for those with a limited vocabulary.

They can use them to tell the story in their own words, even if they don’t match the fairly limited text – they may well tell a more elaborate story than what is written. 

Once they have gained confidence from doing that, you can begin to link objects or actions in the pictures to the written words.

Reading scheme books are graded to guide readers from the simplest sentence structure through to longer stories with more complex structures and vocabulary. They will also have plenty of pictures to stimulate interest.

Your child will be using books which are appropriate to their current level of ability.

They are a specific learning aid rather than great literature.

Real books in which the content is for the enjoyment of the story or the information given rather than any additional learning objective.

Since there is no specific grading, they may be more challenging, but also potentially more enjoyable for more confident readers.

All are valuable in their own right.

�
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Strategies to work out words

» Synthetic phonics — building letter sounds
* Picture clues — what is happening?
e Context — does it make sense?

— Re-reading a section if a word is wrong

—Reading on if you get stuck on a word
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The sounds of letters and letter combinations are the building blocks of decoding a word.

Since 2006, all schools have been required to use synthetic phonics for teaching 4 and 5 yea olds. That means the sound of each letter or combination of letters is pronounced in isolation and blended together to create the word.

Children are taught the sound of the most common letter combinations, which are fairly straightforward for consonants e.g. pl is always one sound, not puh luh, but it’s more complicated with vowel combinations, where the same combination is pronounced differently in different words.

Ask the group for some examples of identical letter combinations which are pronounced more than one way. Record them on a flip chart

Ask if anyone can tell you how they learned the differences themselves.

Phonics are very useful, but don’t produce all the solutions so the teacher will use other strategies as well.

Pictures are useful for younger children. Asking a leading question about what is happening, combined with the letters they can work out may get them to the word.

Context asking what word would make sense in the sentence can often provide enough clues.

There are some examples in the next 2 slides.�
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Examples of context

strategies
Re-reading

The child reads:

“John was so close to the window, his nose
was teaching it.”

Did that make sense? Let’s read it again.
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If the child reads a word incorrectly, don’t say anything until the end of the sentence.

Then either he or she will hear that what they read doesn’t make sense, as in the example OR

He/she still doesn’t hear the mistake and you can say “Did that make sense? Let’s read it again”

If there’s still a problem, point to the word and see if they can work it out by sounding. If it’s too difficult for them, read it yourself and discuss the meaning

Check that it has been understood and ask them if they could read the whole sentence one more time with the correct word.�
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Examples of context
strategies

Reading on

Janet b----t some red flowers for her Mum when
she went to the shops.

“What word would make sense here using the
letters you know?”
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If a child gets stuck on a word and can’t work it out, ask them to leave it out and read the rest of the sentence.



Ask them to read the whole sentence again because it’s likely that the context and the initial letter will be enough to get the missing word.



Again, if it’s too difficult, read it yourself and discuss the meaning. Check understanding and ask if they would try the whole sentence again.



The key always is to avoid the temptation to give the child a word they can’t get too quickly. It may need some repetition, but we are all more likely to learn and remember things more effectively if we work things out for ourselves.�
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Some tips on punctuation

If a child reads on ignoring punctuation:

o wait until they pause

 see If they can work out what was wrong
e If not, read it to them without full stops

e as a last resort, try making it into a game
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If a child misses punctuation, it’s often because they are concentrating on reading the individual words without listening to what they are saying – missing the context.

Wait until they pause and tell them they read the words very well, but that part of the story didn’t quite make sense.

Ask them to look at that section again without reading it out loud and see if they can work out what might have been wrong,

If they realise they left out a full stop or stops, give praise and suggest they try that part again.

If they still don’t spot the mistake, try reading it to them yourself without punctuation and ask whether that made sense. Hopefully they will realise it didn’t and you can discuss why.

If a child continues to have difficulty with punctuation, try making it fun by suggesting they try ‘reading’ the full stops by making a sound like BEEP for example whenever they come to one.

Ask some members of the group to try that by reading a short piece of text sounding BEEP for full stops and PING for commas.

�
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The launch event

* Welcome and introductions
« Security and other school procedures
e Logistics

e COmmunication

]

* Pupil behaviour rules

e Partner information
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Use the ‘Launch event checklist’ from the Reading and Number Partners Guidance notes for schools and businesses to tell the group what will happen at the launch event.



This will usually happen before the first meeting with the children. Depending on the time available, that may just be a getting to know each other session without any reading and we’ll also talk more about that shortly.�
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Some Do’s and Don'’ts

Do

Sign in on each visit

Carry or wear required ID at all
times

Give feedback to the Class
Teacher, Co-ordinator and
fellow volunteers

Try to let the school know if you
can’'t make a session

imagination at work

Don’t

X Give gifts or sweets — but send a
postcard if on holiday

X Have physical contact with your
child — sit side by side

X Attempt to enforce discipline —
follow the process advised
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Before you meet, here are a few points I’d like you to keep in mind.

Please make sure you follow the school’s security procedures for signing in and out and carrying ID at all times.

Do let the Class Teacher know if you are pleased or concerned about something. You don’t have to wait for the more formal reviews to give feedback. Also talk to your fellow volunteers about how things are going. You should be able to help each other and share best practices.

Try to let the school know via their programme co-ordinator if you have to miss a session unexpectedly, and please don’t do that unless it’s really unavoidable. Building trust with your partner is very important and they will feel let down if they turn up for a session but you don’t.

The don’ts are mainly for your sake as much as anyone’s. Child protection is a major focus and you will have a copy of the school’s policy at the launch event. Using common sense should be enough to avoid potential problems.

As you’ve heard, disruptive behaviour is rarely an issue with the children selected for these programmes, but if there is a problem, don’t try to deal with it yourself. Just follow the procedure you will be told about.







�


Meeting your new partner

e Introductions
eShare information

eSet the scene
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Your first session with your new partner will be as much about getting to know each other as actual reading, so that you both have a chance to get comfortable with each other.

Remember that this will be a new experience for both of you and it’s quite natural for you both to feel a little nervous to begin with.

One of the staff will introduce you to your new partner, using whatever convention the school prefers for how adult volunteers should be addressed. Remember that if the school expects children to address teachers by their title and surname, you should use that style if you are referring to them with the child.

Sharing information is a good way to break the ice. What sort of questions might you ask to get things moving?

E.g. siblings, favourite lessons, out of school activities etc.

How can you make information about yourself more relevant to the child?

E.g. Based on what you have learned, tell them a bit about yourself at their age, particularly relating your experiences to theirs

Set the scene by explaining you are not a teacher but are very interested in reading and are looking forward to hearing your partner read their own books.

Try to find out the kind of story your partner really likes and why

For your first session, encourage them to choose a book they are familiar with so they will be at ease when reading to you.�


()

The first reading session

* Minimise distractions
e Before reading

* Interested listening

* Mistakes

e Compliments
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1.The school will have provided a place where the sessions will take place and that should be in a fairly quiet area. Whenever possible, make sure you and your partner are sitting side by side facing away from windows or anything else that could cause a distraction.

2.Ideally, your partner will already know the book they have chosen fairly well, so encourage them to talk about it before starting to read. Ask them to show it to you and ask if they can tell you who the characters are n the pictures and what is happening.

Find out how much they would like to read in that session. It’s important that the child should not feel under pressure while you are getting to know each other.

3.Allow your partner to read at his or her own pace and remember to show your interest through your expression and appropriate comments about the events unfolding.

4. Remember what we have said about not correcting mistakes immediately. Wait until the end of the sentence then use the appropriate helping strategies we have discussed. If the word is too difficult and you have to read it yourself, make sure they understand the meaning and ask them to re-read the whole sentence.

5. Always find something to praise or compliment and do it as often as possible. Tell your partner you enjoyed meeting them and hearing them read and are looking forward to your next session together. 
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Developing the partnership - 1

Establish a routine for each session
e Exchanging news
e Choosing the books

*Previewing a new book
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Ask why it’s important to establish a routine?

E.g. Children are used to structure in school and will be more comfortable when they know what to expect.

Finding out what has been happening in your partner’s life, either in or out of school since you last met, and telling them about something you have done is a good way to start each session on a relaxed note.

	However, set a time limit of around 5 minutes on the initial chat before starting to read. You can always take a break in the reading later if there’s lots to tell.

We have talked about they types of book your partner might read and they should male their own selection, with help from the Class Teacher if necessary.

	Children may want to stick they know and lie, especially if they are younger or at a lower level o reading ability. It’s OK to go with that until you feel they have enough confidence for you to suggest trying something different.

If the book is new, or fairly new to the child, go through it together encouraging them to talk about what is happening in the pictures so they will have an idea of what the story is about before starting to read.

	Make a mental note of any words you think they may have difficulty with.

.�


Developing the partnership - 2

*Reading together
*The child reads alone
*Review what you have read

* Always find something to praise

imagination at wor k 18
GE mentoring


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Trainer’s notes

1. Depending on your partner’s age, level of reading ability and familiarity with the book, it might be a good idea to initially read it together.

In all sessions, whether you go through this step or not, find out how much the child would like to read. If they manage their initial selection easily, you can always encourage them to try a little more if they are willing to.

If the child I reasonably confident, get them to track the print with their finger and make sure you stick to their pace. If they are nervous, track the print yourself, but make sure they can keep up. In either case, take some time to talk about any words that were a particular problem.

2. As we have discussed, give the child the time and opportunity to tackle words they haven’t encountered before, or which you know they may have difficulty with.

Remember to demonstrate ‘interested listening’, even if it’s the second or third time you have heard the same book!

3. Unless this has been a repeat reading, discuss what has happened in the story. There should be plenty of opportunities to increase your partner’s involvement and interest by asking their opinion on what the main characters were doing. 

Ask the group what sort of things you might ask?

E.g. What was good or bad about what someone did? How might someone have done something differently? Has anything similar ever happened to you? If only part of the book has been read, ask what your partner thinks might happen next

You might also review any problem words and check that hey have been understood and remembered.

4. And of course, take every opportunity to give praise.�
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Tell the group you want to do a quick check on how much they have remembered of what we have talked about.

What is a ‘Reading Scheme’ book?

What should you do first when your partner is reading a book that’s new to them?

What should you do if your partner gets a word wrong?

What should you do if they get stuck on a word they aren’t sure about?

What should you do if they read on without taking any notice of punctuation?�
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Summary

 Your friendship and interest are as important as the reading
» Establish a routine and try to stick to it

* Preview a new book together before starting to read

 Let your partner know it's OK to make mistakes

* Encourage them to find their own solutions if they can

e Use helping strategies your partner is familiar with

* Review what you have done together after each session

» Give praise at every opportunity

And above all — enjoy what you are doing
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Run through the summary.



Stress that this should be an enjoyable experience – for both you and your partner. If something isn’t working, or you need extra help, talk to either your business or school programme co-ordinator.



Click to final slide - Questions�


Questions?
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Hand out copies of the volunteer handbook before closing the session.�
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